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The Utility Service Board met Thursday, May 15, 2025, at 11:30 a.m. at 1111 McClure Road 

chaired by Cheryl McAvoy. Other board members present were: Barry Turner and Nicholas 

Browning. Also present were: Roger Kelso, Executive Director; Ashley Getz, Associate Director 

of Engineering; Travis Calhoun, Associate Director of Treatment Operations; Gavin Harvey, 

Associate Director of Finance and Business Operations; Nichole Young, Executive 

Administrative Assistant; and Stan Gamso, attorney. 

 
VISITORS 

 

Visitors attending were: Brad Davis, The Republic; Tony Akles, Strand Associates; Mac 

McCauley, Strand Associates; Maritza Villalobos, Strand Associates; Bill Porter, TyLin; 

Mark Cvetkovich, Bowen Engineering; and Garrett Lowe, Bowen Engineering.  

 
CORRECTIONS/AGENDA CHANGES 

 

Small contracts register provided to all board members. 

 

REGULAR MINUTES 

 

Nicholas Browning made the motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting on 

April 17, 2025, as prepared. Barry Turner seconded the motion and the vote was 

unanimous. 

 

MAIN REIMBURSEMENT UPDATE 

 

Gavin Harvey presented the payment schedule of eight developers to repaid over a 10-year 

repayment period. Currently there are 105 unconnected lots; liability of reimbursement starts 

after lots are connected. Semi-annual updates on main reimbursements in the future. 

 

No action.  

 

APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 6-2025 TO AUTHORIZE THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

BETWEEN ACCOUNTS FOR APRIL 2025 

 

Gavin Harvey presented a resolution prepared by Stan Gamso to authorize transfers made in 

April 2025 between various accounts. A copy of the transfers was attached. Transfers were made 

within the bounds of standard routine accounting practices for the purpose of satisfying ongoing 

obligations. Gavin confirmed the transfer information presented was a true and accurate 

summary of the actual transfers as made by the Columbus Utilities staff and management, and all 

were within the normal course of Utility business.  

 

Barry Turner made the motion to approve Resolution 6-2025 authorizing account 

transfers as presented. Nicholas Browning seconded the motion and the vote was 

unanimous.  
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APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 7-2025 TO AUTHORIZE THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE 2024 

WASTEWATER IMPROVEMENTS PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING REPORT 

 

Ashley Getz recommended the board approval of Resolution 7-2025 accepting the 2024 

Wastewater Improvements Preliminary Engineering Report (PER). This PER includes the 

following projects: 8th Street lift station upgrades, Clifty lift station upgrades, WWTP centrifuge 

replacement construction, and WWTP solar projects.  

 

Nicholas Browning made the motion to approve Resolution 7-2025 accepting the 2024 

Wastewater Improvements Preliminary Engineering Report as presented. Barry Turner 

seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.  

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR LEAD SERVICE LINE INVENTORY, 

PLAN, AND FUNDING PROPOSAL 

 

Ashley Getz recommended board approval of the Professional Services Agreement for 

Amendment No. 2 Lead Service Line Inventory, Plan, and Funding Support from Arcadis in the 

amount of $85,000. 

 

Nicholas Browning made the motion to approve Amendment No. 2 to Lead Service Line 

Inventory, Plan, and Funding Support agreement with Arcadis for $85,000 as presented. 

Barry Turner seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.  

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

THERMAL DRYER 

 

Ashley Getz recommended board approval of the Professional Services Agreement for 

Wastewater Treatment Plant Thermal Dryer from Strand Associates, Inc., in the amount of 

$1,450,000. 

 

Maritza Villalobos, Strand Associates, confirmed that the preliminary design should be available 

in September 2025, with the end design expected by September 2026.  

 

Barry Turner made the motion to approve the agreement for Wastewater Treatment 

Plant Thermal Dryer professional services with Strand Associates, Inc. for $1,450,000 as 

presented. Nicholas Browning seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.  

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

SOLAR PROJECT 

 

Ashley Getz recommended board approval of the Wastewater Treatment Plant Solar GMAX 

proposal from Bowen Engineering in the amount of $3,854,708. 

 

This proposal includes the construction of a solar grid at the Wastewater Treatment Plant that 

will supply roughly one-third of the daily power needs. This project will take advantage of the 
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rebate for municipal solar projects, estimated at approximately 30 percent of the construction 

cost; reimbursable after the project is completed.  

 

Nicholas Browning made the motion to approve the Wastewater Treatment Plant Solar 

GMAX proposal from Bowen for $3,854,708 as presented. Barry Turner seconded the 

motion and the vote was unanimous.  

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR WATER TREATMENT PLANT  2, 

DESIGN APPROACH FINALIZATION 

 

Ashley Getz presented the Professional Services Agreement with Strand Associates, Inc. for the 

design services for Water Treatment Plant 2 design approach finalization for a total fee of 

$75,000. Ashley recommended board approval of the agreement. 

 

Ashley stated that this coincides with the design work that was approved for TyLin at last 

month’s meeting. This agreement includes a collaboration between Strand Associates, Inc. and 

Arcadis. 

 

Barry Turner made the motion to approve the Water Treatment Plant Number 2, Design 

Approach Finalization contract with Strand Associates, Inc., for $75,000 as presented. 

Nicholas Browning seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.  

 
MARKETING UPDATE 

 

Gavin Harvey presented a marketing update that included information regarding a campaign to 

encourage customers to sign up for electronic billing and autopay; electronic billing reduces 

costs associated with paper statements. 

 

Information will be distributed via Facebook ads, Columbus City Utilities’ website, in the lobby, 

and customer service representatives will communicate this directly to customers in-person. If 

these low-cost efforts are unsuccessful, then other avenues will be explored such as billing 

inserts. Approximately 80 percent of customers currently receive paper statements. 

 

Gavin to provide updates quarterly to the board beginning in July 2025.  

 

No Action.  

 

COLUMBUS CITY UTILITIES PENSION PLAN UPDATE 

 

Gavin Harvey presented a net asset update on Columbus City Utilities’ pension plan after 

meeting with Yellow Cardinal and One America Financial. The plan is currently funded at 

85.52%, as of end of 2024, and had a total of 107 members. An update provided on how funds 

are invested. Overall, the funds are in good health and exceed the recommended 80-percent 

funding threshold.  

 

Semi-annual updates will be provided to the board going forward. 
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No action.  

 

DRIFTWOOD UTILITIES ASSET TRANSFER AGREEMENT 

 

Stan Gamso presented the Driftwood Utilities Asset Transfer Agreement transferring certain 

assets and the control, maintenance and operation thereof, over to Driftwood.  

 

Stan stated that Driftwood, a separate utility, has certificate of territorial authority but has no 

wastewater processing facility. CCU and Driftwood entered into an agreement in 1972, renewed 

in 1988 and expired in 2012, for CCU to collect and treat within Driftwood’s service area.  

 

CCU has made various improvements including new sewer lines, a lift station, two mains and 

flow meters. CCU has maintained Driftwood’s lift stations and paid for electric usage.  

 

With the addition of a new industrial client, Irresistible Foods, additional upgrades are required 

for Driftwood’s sewage station and lift stations. Per Stan, this asset transfer agreement allows 

CCU to transfer assets back to Driftwood to maintain, also making them responsible for their 

own improvements.  

 

Stan stated that he will take care of the real estate transfer of the Days Trucking lift station.  

 

Nicholas Browning made the motion to approve Driftwood Utilities Asset Transfer 

Agreement as presented. Barry Turner seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.  

 

CLAIMS 

 

The May water claims were presented by Gavin Harvey for approval.  

 
Barry Turner made the motion to approve the water summary of claims as presented by 

the Columbus Utilities management as being a true and accurate summary of the actual 

claims as received, invoiced, and docketed and all supported by either contract or 

receipts received by the Columbus Utilities staff and management. Nicholas Browning 

seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous. 

 
The May wastewater claims were presented by Gavin Harvey for approval. 

 
Barry Turner made the motion to approve the wastewater summary of claims as 

presented by the Columbus Utilities management as being a true and accurate summary 

of the actual claims as received, invoiced, and docketed and all supported by either 

contract or receipts received by the Columbus Utilities staff and management. Nicholas 

Browning seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous. 

 

The May SRF claims were presented by Gavin Harvey for approval. 

 

Barry Turner made the motion to approve the SRF summary of claims as presented by 

the Columbus Utilities management as being a true and accurate summary of the actual 
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claims as received, invoiced, and docketed and all supported by either contract or 

receipts received by the Columbus Utilities staff and management. Nicholas Browning 

seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous. 

 
The City of Columbus water claims were presented by Gavin Harvey for approval. 

 

Nicholas Browning made the motion to approve the City of Columbus summary of water 

claims as presented by the Columbus Utilities management as being a true and accurate 

summary of the actual claims as received, invoiced, and docketed and all supported by 

either contract or receipts received by the Columbus Utilities staff and management. 

Barry Turner seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous. 

 
The City of Columbus wastewater claims were presented by Gavin Harvey for approval. 

 
Nicholas Browning made the motion to approve the City of Columbus summary of 

wastewater claims as presented by the Columbus Utilities management as being a true 

and accurate summary of the actual claims as received, invoiced, and docketed and all 

supported by either contract or receipts received by the Columbus Utilities staff and 

management. Barry Turner seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous. 

 

FINANCE REPORT  

 

The written finance report was presented by Gavin Harvey. Gavin reported that water revenue 

was ahead of April 2024 actuals by 5.6% and ahead of budget by 11.1%. Operating expenses 

were down by 7.3% compared to last year. 

 

Gavin stated that wastewater revenue was ahead of April 2024 actuals by 6.9% and ahead of 

budget by 2.6%. Operating expenses were down by 19.6% less than budgeted. Figures are 

tracking as anticipated with the recent rate increase, and miscellaneous professional services with 

Baker Tilly have decreased due to augmented accounting staff. 

 

Gavin also presented the internal audit report, continuing to focus on proper coding of claims and 

improving documentation processes for internal control.  

 

ENGINEERING REPORT 

 

The written engineering report was presented by Ashley Getz. Ashley stated that construction is 

happening on the Woodside South project, Deaver Road Sanitary Sewer project, and the booster 

station and pedestal at Deaver Road. The Deaver Road tank is being filled this week, with 

expectation that it will be online within the next few weeks.  

 

Ashley reported that there was a sewer manhole failure at Water Street due to infrastructure 

corrosion.  A sinkhole formed after heavy floodwater last month; force main was rerouted for 

proper flow.  

 




